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The use of both Propterg and Potamilys for the Same genug hyg led to confusion
among HOn-specialists gy will continge 10 doso. For exampl:, ope Species of Proprerg

(capax Green, 1833} js mcluded on gy federal 5 of Emdarzgegjed and. Threarens;y

the perceived cred; bility of malacofogiﬁs iﬁbontested Cases involyjy gihe Conservation
-Of that specjes Other examples coyjd also have been cited but the PoInt is thay stahle
nomenclatyre i more than an academic COnvenience. The lack of stability hinders oyr
ability to get on with mych Imore serigyg biologica] issues, issues sycp, as ensuring he
VEIY survival of $pecies,

(2) Arthyr E. Bogan
Aecademy of Naturg) Sciences, 19th and ihe Parfewg v, P/n'/acz’e/p/zm Penngyy vania 19703
U84

James D, Williams
U.S. Fish and Witdlire Service, Nationgl Fishery Reseqrey, LKIfJ’()."aIOIj’, 7920 N oy
Stree, Gainesw'[le, Florida 32606, {7 54

Samue] L.H Fuller

Horidy Stare Museun of Naturay History, l/’f:fiver.fi.{y of Floridy, Gainesvify Florig,
2611, U8 4

We consider that simple priority should govern the chojee of generic Dames ip th.
case, and recommend 4gainst the Proposed Conservation of Proprerg Raﬁnesque. ia

he generic concept for the Species variously Erauped with Unio alatys Say, 1817 by
changed contin uously gver the last 170 Years. Thig{s 4 broblem ip unionid s Ystemaiics,
It is only in the Past 20 years that some sort of stability ip North Americap unionid
nomenclature haq arisen. Thig stability jg based op Te-examination of the types apnj
taking the earliest avajlahle hame regardlegs of what nameg may have been yseq forthe
last 30 Years. Gordon (BZN 47. 20, para. 6) remarked that Morrison’s 1969 action
was “solely to reintroduce ap Unused Raﬁnesque name’. What would replacing ope
Raﬁnesque Bame with another accomplish? Morrison Was working (o bring aboy
Stability in the aomenclatyre by trying 1o Fecognize 1he carliest availgple Rames,
especially thoge overlooked of ignored byg vaiidly Proposed and wijth priority.

A survey of the use of Potamilys in the recent unionid literatyure was made. The
molluscan section of the Zoologicg) Recordfrom 960 to 10ga WaASExamined for 4py Cics
using Potamily. Only one citation was found, Thjs paucity of citations is nof trujy
indicative of the use of Potamifys in the publisheq J; terature, A SAmple of the exiengive
use of Potamifys in this period hag been given 1o the Comm;j ssion Secretariay, consisting
of 104 Citations by 84 authors from the United States, Canady ang Great Britain, These
consist of (i) state and feders) agency Surveys and reports (23 references); (1) workshops
and published Symposia (g papers); (ii;) reports listing state or federa] endangered oy
threatened Species in Potamipy, (22 references); (iv) reports of unionijds in archaeologi-
cal contexis {11 references); {v) journaj PADErs using Potamilys (31 references); ¢ Vi)
Unionig Surveys of river basins or Slates (4 books): {vii) checklists, dissertatians. ete,
{7 referenees)‘
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Potamilus has been used in the United States Fish and Wildlife Endangered Species

~Program since-1974. Not-only is it-used for two species-of -Poramilus-on-the federal -t

endangered species list but is used in a number of state endangered species lists as well.
Since Potamilus is listed on the United States federal list of endangered species it has
been picked up by the IUCN Red Data Book on endangered invertebrate species
(TUCN, 1986). .
The American Malacological Union and the Council of Systematic Malacologists
working with the American Fisheries Society produced a checklist of the molluscan
fauna of North America north of Mexico based on all available published literature,
Several preliminary lsts were widely circulated and a draft version published
(American Malacological Union, 1985). All submitted comments were carefuily con-
sidered. The first edition of this checklist was published as a special publication of the
American Fisheries Society (Turgeon et al., 1988). This checklist uses Potamilus.
This survey iflustrates that the use of Poramiius in the published literature is in fact
widespread. This is in direct contrast to the impression given by Gordon {BZN 47: 20,
para. 8).
The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly asked:
(1) notto useits plenary powers to suppress the name Poramilus Rafinesque, 1818;
{2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Potamilus
Rafinesque, 1818 (gender: masculine), type species by subsequent designation by
Morrison (1969) Unio alatus Say, 1817;

{3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name alarus Say,
1817, as published in the binomen Unio alarus (specific name of the type species
of Poramilus Rafinesque, 1818).

Additional References
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Comments on the proposed conservation of the specific names of A plrodita imbricata
Linnaeus, 1767 (currently Harmothoe imbricata) and Aphrodita minuta Fabricius, 1780
(currently Pholoe minuta) (Annelida, Polychaeta)

(Case 2452; see BZN 46: 22-24)

(1) Mary E. Petersen
Zoological Musewn, University of Copenhagen, Universitetsparken 15, DK-2100
Copenhagen o, Denmark

Chambers & Heppell have pointed out that the specific name imbricaia is threatened
by the senior subjective synonym A phrodita lepidora Pallas, 1766, and that 4. minuta




